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MENHENIOT PRIMARY SCHOOL

ART AND DESIGN

Our Intent

‘Art in schools shouldn’t be sidelined….it should be right there right up in the front because I think Art teaches you to deal with the world around you. It is the oxygen that makes all the other subjects breathe’                                                                                  Alan Parker, Filmaker
At Menheniot Primary School, we believe that the arts form an important part of the curriculum. We believe that art education stimulates creativity and imagination whilst giving the children unique opportunities to develop intellectually, emotionally, physically and socially. Therefore, we believe that it should be taught as an individual subject in addition to being incorporated into other curriculum lessons. Art has unlimited potential – it relaxes, restores, calms and distracts. In a world with increasing pressures, art has the therapeutic quality of being all absorbing and all embracing. 
From an early age, children are encouraged to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through art. They will do this by safely using and exploring a range of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.  Encouraging attitudes of curiosity and questioning as well as skills and techniques is important when supporting the progression of the children’s creativity and confidence in their ideas and skills.
 Through the teaching of Art, we aim to develop the children’s ability to learn with confidence in two and three dimensions and on a variety of sizes and scales. During Art sessions we concentrate on developing the children’s ability to create images, experiment with a wide range of different media to understand their potential and to use art as a medium to give expression to their world. Our art curriculum will develop children’s critical abilities so that they are able to look at and evaluate the world from different perspectives. They develop an understanding of their own and others’ cultural heritages through studying a diverse range of male and female artists from around the world. Cornwall, with its beautiful coastline and rugged moorlands, has much to inspire and enthuse the young artist, but we also want them to experience the richness and vitality of other cultures too.
The National Curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all children:  
• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 
• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 
• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 
• know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.

Implementation

Children will develop their understanding of the visual language of art with effective teaching and considered sequences of lessons and experiences. Understanding of the visual elements of art and design (line, tone, texture, colour, pattern, shape, 3D form) is promoted through providing a curriculum which will enable children to reach their full potential.  
A whole school approach is taken towards promoting the arts in Menheniot. We do this through our spiral curriculum and through the many positive experiences that take place, such as; visiting artists that work with children to create whole school and individual art forms, annual card making with parents and a biennial art exhibition. We teach a skills-based art curriculum, which provides opportunities for children to express their creative imagination and to use artwork to record ideas, observations and experiences. Through the delivering of a spiral curriculum, children are given the means of practising and developing mastery in the key processes of art: drawing, painting, printing, textiles, collage and 3D modelling. 
Sketchbooks are used across KS1 and KS2 and these are invaluable when auditing current provision and provide a record of the children’s learning and progress in art. Children will take their sketchbooks with them at the end of the year to their new class where they will continue to expand on techniques and their appreciation of artists’ work. At the end of their education at Menheniot, this provides a wonderful momento and a record of what they have achieved.    
Upon entry into the school, children’s art can be seen on display, giving them ownership of their educational environment and celebrating their achievements. All staff take responsibility for developing arts and culture within the school and are held accountable for this through regular curriculum monitoring.. 
We ensure that art is included throughout every class on a regular basis and that it relates to the topics being taught at that time. It is taught by enthusiastic staff with a level of progression that supports and challenges the children so that they develop lively, creative, enquiring minds. 
Impact

Art contributes to children’s personal development in creativity, independence, judgement and self-reflection. It encourages children to develop a sense of ownership over their work and reflect on their experiences through evaluating their progress and development. We share children’s art through displays on open days, art exhibitions and Parent/Carer evenings. The children are excited to share their work and enjoy having the opportunity to talk about their ideas and the techniques that they have used.  Children show a willingness and enthusiasm for participating in a range of artistic opportunities and respond positively to an artistic challenge! The success of our art curriculum is evidenced clearly by the high quality of the art displays around the school. It can also be evidenced in the positive way that staff and children talk about Art and the enthusiastic approach taken by the children to their work. When involved in Art, they are highly focused and absorbed by the task and can be observed applying high levels of concentration and perseverance. They are not afraid to take risks when putting thoughts down on paper and are happy to experiment with colour and design, understanding that exploration is often the key to success.  
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